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celebrating the Easter festival furnished them with a handle against him. When the fourteenth day of the Paschal moon happened to be a Sunday, Columban, in accordance with the Celtic custom, kept it as Easter, while the clergy of Gaul, following the usage of Borne and Alexandria, put off the celebration of that festival until the 21st. Thus, in the year 593, and again in 597, the neighbouring clergy learnt with indignation that, while they were fasting in preparation for the solemn observance of the Saviour's Passion and Death, the foreign monk was keeping festival, as though Christ were already risen.1 Even had there been no jealousy or unfriendliness between the bishops and Columban, such a divergence of custom could scarcely have failed to produce discord. In the sixth century, when every point of ritual was held to be symbolical of some religious truth, an exaggerated importance was attached even to the minutest details, and men were prone to imagine that unorthodox customs were scarcely less heinous than unorthodox beliefs. Hence the practice of Columban aroused the greatest resentment in Gaul, and the bishops were furnished with a specious pretext for molesting their rival. Unused though they were to assembling in councils, they held a synod in 603, probably at Chalon-sur-Saone, to discuss the schismatical observance at Luxeuil. Columban did not attend in person to defend himself. However, he sent to the bishops a characteristic letter, in which, while vindicating at some length the usage of the " Churches of the whole West/' he pleaded that at all events each party should be permitted to retain the customs they had inherited from their fathers. " I am not," 2 he wrote, " the author of this difference. I came to these lands a poor stranger, for the love of Christ the Saviour, our common Lord and God. And by that same Lord I pray you to suffer me to dwell in the silence of these woods, at peace and in charity with you all; let me live near the bones of my seventeen departed brethren, where I have been allowed to dwell among you these twelve years, that I may continue to
1  Compare Baeda Hist. EccL iii. 25:   " Unde  nonnunquam contigisse fertur illis temporibus, ut bis in anno uno pascha celebraretur, et cum rex pascha dominicum solutis ieiuniis faceret, turn regina cum suis persistens adhuc in ieiunio diem palmarum celebraret."   On the Easter question, see below, p. 141, and references there given.
2  Columban. Ejop. 2 (ed, Gundlach).